A MESSAGE FROM THE
Executive Director

Earlier this week, | celebrated my one-year anniversary as Executive
Director, and it has been quite a year! Each person that | meet
through TLP reminds me of what a special place it is and how happy | am
to be here. TLP's commitment to providing a welcoming space for adult
learners to pursue their dreams and goals remains strong. Our student-
tutor partners demonstrate steady dedication and resiliency in the face
of systemic obstacles, and it's a joy to witness the strong connections
that develop between them and the accomplishments to be celebrated.
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Thank YOU for being part of our TLP community,
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Student Achievements

ompkins Learning Partners’ students commit to meeting with a
trained volunteer tutor at least once per week to work on the literacy,
language, and life goals of their choice. We could not be prouder
of them and all they have accomplished while also balancing family,
work, and other responsibilities. Here are just some of our learners’
achievements in 2024:
21 students obtained jobs for the first time or improved their
employment situations
5 students entered job training programs
13 students passed the test for U.S. Citizenship
7 students passed one or more subjects on the GED exam
5 students enrolled in post-secondary education or certificate
programs
8 students passed their driver’s permit tests

In addition to these successes, TLP students opened small businesses,
became first time homebuyers, volunteered in their children’s schools,
registered to vote for the first time, translated at school or other
meetings for fellow community members, and more. Here are a few of
their reflections demonstrating the impact of our program:

"I like coming to Tompkins Learning Partners to study with [my tutor].

I look forward to it. | feel welcome here. There are not too many places
like this where | can learn.”

“"When | came to Ithaca, my English was not good. | wanted to get
better. My tutor helped me learn more English. She helped me practice
for a job interview. | was scared before. Then | said, ‘I can do it." Then |
got a job. | am so happy now!”

"| really appreciate all the help my tutor gives me. | really want to learn.
My tutor has experience and he understands me. It's good for me!”

Students’ Places of Birth

Afghanistan Cuba India Russia United States
Brazil Dominican  Iran Senegal Uzbekistan
Burma Republic  lIraq S. Korea Venezuela
Cambodia  Ecuador Jamaica Sri Lanka Vietnam
Chile Egypt Mali Thailand

China El Salvador  Mexico Ukraine

Colombia Guatemala  Morocco United

Costa Rica  Honduras Peru Kingdom
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2024 Financial Report*

*Estimate Pending Review

Tompkins Learning Partners’ operating budget was
approximately $489,709 in 2024. We are pleased that
33% of our revenue was in-kind volunteer hours.
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Students Served TOTAL
*Total ABE & ELL Students 136
Adult Basic Ed. & English Language Learning
*Reflects numbers for program year, not fiscal year.
Active Volunteers
ABE & ELL Tutors 63
Other 30
Total Volunteers 93
Volunteer Hours
ABE & ELL Tutors 3,096
Other Volunteer Hours 1,128
Total Volunteer Hours 4,224

“The world belongs to those who read.”
—Rick HoLLanD, POET/ARTIST



2024 TLP Board

of Directors

Gail Salk, President

Michelle Mazza, Vice
President

Sue Lason, Secretary

Renee Sawatzky, Treasurer

Carmen Blankinship

Margaret Dietz

John Efroymson

Elizabeth Honis

Joah Tang

Rachel Testman

Gary Weissbrot

TLP Staff

David H. Smith, Executive
Director, Jan.-June

Donna Ramos, Executive
Director, July-Dec.

Martille Norton, ABE
Coordinator

Helen Ranck, ELL & ABE
Program Director

Sharon McGee,
Administrative Assistant

Lori Abbott, Adult Literacy
Instructor

Sue Sandritter, Adult
Literacy Instructor

Sarah Bonawitz, Adult
Literacy Instructor

Volunteer Librarians

June Locke

Nancy Skipper

Rachel Testman

TLP’s Mission

Our mission is to help
adults who live or work

in Tompkins County meet
their personal literacy goals,
free of charge, by improving
their ability to read, write,
speak English, and use math
and computers. Students
achieve these goals by
working together with
professionally trained and
supported volunteer tutors.

TLP respects the privacy of
our students. We never use
students’ full names or photos
without their permission.

Tompkins Learning
Partners

124 W. Buffalo Street
Ithaca, NY 14850
607-277-6442
www.TLPartners.org
literacy@TLPartners.org

United Way
of Tompkins County
Funded Partner

Donors to the 2024 TLP Annual Campaign

We apologize if we have misspelled or left any names off the donor or tutor lists—please call the office so

that we may update our records.
AMBASSADORS $5,000-20,000 Anonymous

MENTORS $1,000-4,999 Cornell University ® Mrs. Gloria
Kulhawy © Edward Machak ¢ Pat Woodworth & Charlie Tilton

ADVOCATES $500-999 Alice Colby-Hall ¢ John Finnegan
* Barbara Hatt ¢ Carol Hockett ¢ Carla Marceau * Anne
Mazer & Fred Schwartz  Security Mutual Insurance Co. ©
Richard Seegers & Donna Fein

SPONSORS $250-499 Anonymous ¢ David & Lenore
Bandler © Lori & Brian Bauer ¢ Cecilia Campbell & Deborah
Gagnon ¢ John Efroymson & Carole Dennis © Russell Fuller
* Karl & Constance Graham © Roger Stern & Carmela Merlo
* Adam & Helen Perl ¢ Donna & Michael Ramos ¢ Carrie
Ranck & John Soderquist * Gail & Jim Salk * Kathy & Ray
Schlather ¢ Pam Silverstein © Chuck Tauck & Fran Littin ©
Amanda Ufford

SUPPORTERS $100-249 Anonymous © Judy Abrams ¢
Judith & Mark Ashton ¢ Jim Atkinson ° Marshall Ballard *
Cheryl & Dan Barbasch ¢ Barney & Linda Beins ® Thomas
Bonn ¢ Church of the Epiphany ¢ Susan A. Currie & Christine
McNamara ¢ Mary Pat Dolan ¢ Sarah Gowin & Paul Stearns
¢ Prof. Raymond Gozzi & Ms. Barbara Logan ¢ Brad & Mary
Grainger * Sally & David Grubb ¢ David Guaspari ¢ Ron
& Rebecca Harris-Warrick © Luann Irwin ¢ Gary Johnson
¢ Linda & Russell Keeler ¢ Leslie Kinsland ¢ Bill & Carol
Klepack ® Michelle Mazza © Htun Myint & Family ¢ Alice
Moore & Robert Smith ¢ Jane Mt. Pleasant ® Wally Powers ©
Elaine Quaroni © Gita Ramamurthy & Lourdes Brache-Tabar
¢ Caroline Rasmussen © Michael & Karen Shuler ¢ South Hill
Business Campus © Lucia D. Tyler ¢ Sarah L. Wessels ¢ Lola
& Alex Winter ¢ Stephen & Amy Yale-Loehr

FRIENDS $1-99 Anonymous ¢ Laura Lee Liberatore ©
Mara Alper ¢ Beverly Baker ¢ Renata M. Ballard ¢ Joan
Bechhofer ¢ Sandra & Leo Cacciotti ® Mary Chapman
¢ Caroline & Eddie Cope ¢ Caroline Cox ¢ Doug Dylla ©
David Fernandez ¢ Margaret C. Hampson © Richie Holtz
e Kathy Hovis-Younger & Todd Younger ¢ Susan & John
Jaquette  Harriet London © Philip & Mary Lu McPheron ¢
Janet Seznec * Virginia Trow © Joanne Trutko & Christopher
Carey * David A. Vollenweider ® Norma Whatman ¢ Zee
Zahava

GRANTS

Friends of the Tompkins Co. Public Library ¢ Kammen
Family Fund and Vector Magnetics via the Community
Foundation * New York State Education Department © NYS
Office for New Americans (ONA) © Social Service League of
Ithaca * United Way of Tompkins County ® Women Building
Community/City Federation of Women'’s Organizations

CROSSWORD FUNDRAISING UNDERWRITERS

CFCU Community Credit Union ¢ C.S.P. Management ¢
Schlather, Stumbar, Parks, & Salk, LLP ¢ Ithaca Times/Media
Sponsor

CROSSWORD PUZZLE PATRONS
Chemung Canal Trust Co. ® Tompkins Community Bank ©
True Insurance Co.

IN KIND DONATIONS

Anonymous (4) © Cheryl Barbasch ¢ Julie Galumbush © Gary
Johnson ¢ June Locke ¢ Jane Nohle * Angela Palumbo ¢
Charlene Ross ¢ Rachel Testman ¢ Gary Weissbrot ¢ William
George Agency

*Gifts donated through United Way of Tompkins County designation were not listed if the donor requested acknowledgement not be made.

Donations to Honor or Remember

In honor of In honor of In memory of In honor of In honor of
Michael Abdulky Sarah Bonawitz David Klein Htun Myint & Dave Smith’s
Caroline Cox Htun Myint & David Fernandez Teachers 25 years
Family Laura Lee William Pannhlaing ~ Judith Ashton
In memory of Liberatore Beverly Baker
Phyllis Allen In memory of Gail & Jim Salk In honor of Tom Bonn
Gita Ramamurthy & Ellen Murphy Bonn Adam Perl Karl & Constance
Lourdes Brache- Thomas Bonn In honor of Barbara Logan & Graham
Tabar June Locke Raymond Gozzi Richie Holtz
In memory of Supantra and Anne Mazer &
In honor of Jane Efroymson Family In memory of Fred Schwartz
Renata Ballard John Efroymson & John Semmler Helen Ranck &
Marshall Ballard Carole Dennis In honor of Pam Silverstein Sharon McGee
Anne Mazer Gail & Jim Salk
In memory of In memory of Kammen Family In memory of Pamn Silverstein
DG Bancroft-Gowin Maggie Goldsmith Fund Evelyn Seymour Lisa & John
Sarah Gowin & Judith & Mark Norma Whatman Whitaker
Paul Stearns Ashton In honor of
Sharon McGee
Gail & Jim Salk

Crossword in October This Year!

e’'ll be puzzling on Saturday, October
18th, 2025, in the Boynton Middle
School Cafeteria from 1-5 PM.
We would like to use this year's event
to officially welcome Donna Ramos, TLP's
(relatively) new Executive Director, to Ithaca’s
crossword community. Dave Smith was an
almost impossible act to follow and, by gum,

she's nailed it.

Previous players will receive emails when the
website is open for registration. If you are new,
please send your email address to gweissbrot@
hotmail.com for information regarding the
event. See you on October 18th!

Gary Weissbrot, FLCC Chair



